
Data Use 
Application

Process

1 - Enquiry
Research applicant accesses online 
guidance and resources, including the 
Data Use Application form based upon 
the Five Safes framework, and submits 
a completed Application to: 
enquiries@insight.hdrhub.org

2 - Application review
The Application is reviewed by 
INSIGHT with the NHS Data 
Controller, including detailed clinical 
data, technical, scientific, legal and 
governance assessment

3 - Evaluation
The Application is submitted by 
INSIGHT for review by the Data 
Trust Advisory Board (DataTAB) – 
the independent panel comprising 
patients, public and experienced 
stakeholders – with particular focus 
on ethics and patient benefit

4 - Final assessment and decision

Informed by the DataTAB advisory 
recommendation, the Director of 

INSIGHT makes a final assessment with 
referral for onward decision by the 

NHS Data Controller and with an 
official feedback letter to the 

research applicant 

5 – Access agreement
A data access or data licence 

agreement (contract) is negotiated 
and drafted between the NHS Data 

Controller and research applicant.  The 
agreement reflects the commitments 

to the Five Safes framework

6 - Data access granted
In accordance with research data 

management and governance processes, 
INSIGHT enables access to the anonymised 

dataset for the research applicant via 
INSIGHT’s Secure Research

Environment
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